
Did someone say party? Well, yes, but not that kind of party! 
A political party is a group of people who share similar ideas about how the government should work.  

The Democratic Party and the Republican Party are the two main political parties in the U.S. today, although  
not everyone aligns with one or the other. Some people support “third parties” (such as the Green Party or the 

Libertarian Party), while others are “independents,” voting for individuals instead of parties.
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The Republican Party was founded by anti-slavery activists in 1854. 
It is sometimes referred to as “the Grand Old Party” (or G.O.P.), even 
though it’s the younger of the two parties. Republicans tend to believe 
that the role of government should be limited, preferring to spend tax 
money on the military and defense. They also believe that freeing busi-
ness from government regulations allows those businesses to succeed, 
creating jobs and prosperity for all.

Founded in 1828, the Democratic Party is one of the oldest political 
parties in the world. Democrats tend to believe that the government 
can and should take an active role in improving the lives of its citizens, 
preferring to spend tax money on services such as housing assistance, 
health care, unemployment insurance, and Social Security. They also 
believe in regulating businesses so that they don’t take advantage of 
workers or damage the environment. 

Youngest person  
ever elected president.

Only president  
elected to more than 

two terms.

Despite their differences, Democrats and Republicans 
share a common goal—to make the U.S. the best 
country it can be. Although they may sometimes 
disagree on how to achieve that goal, when the two 
parties work together, anything is possible.

Had 11 adopted  
children.

First African- 
American president.

Tallest president. 
(He was 6’4.’’)

Led the North to 
victory as a general in 

the U.S. Civil War.

Teddy bears are 
named after him.
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Once shook 2,500 
hands in an hour.

Needed an oversized 
bathtub. (He weighed 

332 pounds.)

Only president to 
never marry. His niece 
served as First Lady.


